
The Lake Superior National Estuarine Research Reserve is a member of 

the National Estuarine Reserve System, a network of 29 reserves across the 

United States designated for long-term research and education supporting 

innovative coastal science and management. The Lake Superior Reserve  

is one of only two estuarine reserves located in the Great Lakes.  

This makes the research we and our partners  

conduct all the more vital to the understanding  

of freshwater resources and the health of the  

Great Lakes, which hold more than 20 percent  

of the Earth’s surface freshwater.

The Reserve spans approximately 16,700 acres  

encompassing portions of the St. Louis River  

estuary and adjacent public lands in  

Douglas County.

Research, education, outreach and 
stewardship along Lake Superior’s coast

LOCATED ON THE ST. LOUIS RIVER ESTUARY IN SUPERIOR, WISCONSIN

Supporting human and natural communities

$200,000+
LEVERAGED
Funds leveraged by 
Friends of Lake Superior 
Reserve in 2018 through 
volunteer efforts such  
as maritime operations 
and educational events.

1,700
VISTORS
Experienced  
engaging exhibits at the  
Lake Superior Estuarium.  
The Estuarium was host  
to 45 community groups 
and 95 events in 2018.

42
INTERNSHIPS
Provided high-quality 
research and  
educational  
experience to local 
and national university 
students since 2010.

52,898
LEARNERS
Reached since 2011  
by the Reserve’s 
educational efforts, 
including its Rivers2Lake 
K-12 teacher professional 
development program.
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$12 
MILLION
AWARDED IN 
GRANT FUNDING
to the Reserve since 
2010 to support its 
vital scientific research, 
education, stewardship, 
and outreach goals.



RESEARCH

Tracking Bird Migrations
This last fall the Reserve became home to a new global 
program – the MOTUS wildlife tracking system. Installed 
on the roof of the Lake Superior Estuarium, these receivers 
collect information about bird migrations and are part of a 
global tracking system. While our location is ideal to track 
birds in their annual migrations, or the local endangered 
species the Common Terns, we can also collaborate nationally  
to track individual birds as they make their way across  
North America! Visit motus.org to learn more.

EDUCATION

Supporting Educators
The Rivers2Lake education program provides year-long 
support to teachers in the Lake Superior Watershed, helping 
them use outdoor and place-based learning to fully engage 
their students across disciplines. In 2019-2020, Rivers2Lake 
partners with the Superior School District as they adopt 
the Next Generation Science Standards, providing ongoing 
professional development to teachers in grades 3-5.  
By collaborating with the Superior Rivers Watershed 
Association in Ashland, WI, the program supports schools 
along the Wisconsin coast. Rivers2Lake classrooms get 
outside, learn from real regional scientific work, and  
engage in stewardship activities. The program brought  
in nearly $100,000 in grant funding this past year.

OUTREACH

Lessons from Emergency Management
Last fall, the Lake Superior Reserve hosted a “debrief ” for  
the science community following the refinery fire in Superior 
in April. The purpose was to engage “science responders” in an 
after-action conversation following the refinery explosion, with 
an emphasis on group sharing, identifying lessons learned, 
and evaluating opportunities to improve preparedness (and 
science involvement) for future incidents. This debrief brought 
together 16 professionals and generated 11 distinct ideas for 
strategies to pursue in order to strengthen communication and 
coordination in the future. As stated by one participant, the 
debrief “clarified the spaces where there are opportunities for 
learning and improved support in future emergencies”.

STEWARDSHIP

Paddling away the Geese
Sam Hansen, an undergraduate student at University of 
Wisconsin Superior, applied his research with the Lake 
Superior Reserve to a big problem. Sam investigated the 
ability of non-motorized recreation to deter Canada geese 
from restored wild rice bays. Using game cameras, the study 
identified the specific places where geese were most prevalent, 
and the times of day they did their heavy snacking. Using 
these data, volunteer paddlers will hit the water this year for 
an enjoyable and cost-effective way of helping along wild rice 
restoration in the St. Louis River.

The Lake Superior National Estuarine Research Reserve is part of the National Estuarine Research Reserve System (NERRS), established by Section 315 of the Coastal Zone Management Act, as amended. Additional information about the system can be 
obtained from the Estuarine Reserves Division, Office for Coastal Management, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce, 1305 East West Highway - N/ORM5, Silver Spring, MD 20910.
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 LakeSuperiorReserve.org

Lake Superior National Estuarine Research Reserve  
engages local communities on many fronts


